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District Safeguarding Officer  

Helen Bolton                               

07498 800427 

mands@dso.methodist.org.uk              
 

Connexional Safeguarding 

Casework Supervisor - North West  

Christine Kennedy                      

 07817 424504 

kennedyc@methodistchurch.org.uk 

 

 

 

 

 

Local Information 

 

The theme selected by President 

Rev Sonia Hicks for this year is 

 άDƻŘΩǎ ¢ŀōƭŜΥ !ƴ LƴǾƛǘŀǘƛƻƴ 

ŦƻǊ !ƭƭέ 

This  poses a challenge to us all 

about how the Church can respond 

to injustice, marginalisation and 

division in our society today. 

Very much a safeguarding based 

theme if ever I heard one!! 
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Reminder to Local Preachers and Worship Leaders 

If you recall, when the Advanced Module became mandatory for these roles 

we were given 4 years to get everyone through. We have already received 

one extension due to the pandemic, up to August 2021, and are about to 

receive a second, until 31/12/21. 

I am working with Circuit Safeguarding Officers and Superintendents to try 

to identify and remind all those in these roles, but please can I ask that you 

ŀǊŜ ƻƴŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜǎŜΣ ŀƴŘ ƘŀǾŜƴΩǘ ȅŜǘ ŀǘǘŜƴŘŜŘΣ ŎƻǳƭŘ ȅƻǳ ōƻƻƪ ƻƴ ŀǎ ǎƻƻƴ ŀǎ 

possible. 

See the details on the next page 

 

Safeguarding #Shorts - YouTube 

John Watson is from West Herts and Borders Circuit who is a 

musician and leads worship within his church. He made this 

video following his successful completion of the course 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=6_MTvIsU1jg
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Changes to Safeguarding Training requirements latest 

update 01/08/2021  

The travel and contact constraints imposed to cope with the spread 

of Covid 19 changed many aspects of our lives including the way the 

Methodist Church has delivered safeguarding training. In response to 

the restrictions, online versions of the Foundation Module and 

Advanced Module have been developed and are available across the 

Connexion. 

As life begins to return to normal, we hope to be able to offer face to 

face training courses again, but we will also maintain the offer of on-

line courses.  Whilst it will take some time to catch up with all those 

who have been waiting to undertake the training for the first time, or 

who have reached their four-year renewal point, the ability to offer 

online and face to face opportunities will enable us to begin to catch 

up with the back log. 

Please register for courses as they become available in your area. 

The Connexional Safeguarding Team 
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Dates for Online Foundation 

Module Sessions 

Day Date Time 

Sat 23/10/21 10.00 

Thurs 04/11/21 19.00 

Mon 27/11/21 10.00 

 

Dates for Online Advanced 

Module Gathered Sessions 

Day Date Time 

Thurs 23/09/21 19.00 

Cancelled due to low numbers 

Tues 19/10/21 19.00 

Sat  06/11/21 10.00 

Weds 01/12/21 19.00 

  

Booking: 

https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/m

anchester-and-stockport-methodist-

district-safeguarding-foundation-

module-tickets-141407582887 
 

 

Booking: 
 

https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/ad

vanced-safeguarding-module-

gathered-session-tickets-

163041578751 

 

 

 

Please note that a session may have to be 

cancelled if there are insufficient numbers 

booked on 
 

Further dates for 2022, both face to face and 

online,  will be published later in the year 
 

Keep an eye on the Weekly Bulletin 

https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/manchester-and-stockport-methodist-district-safeguarding-foundation-module-tickets-141407582887
https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/manchester-and-stockport-methodist-district-safeguarding-foundation-module-tickets-141407582887
https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/manchester-and-stockport-methodist-district-safeguarding-foundation-module-tickets-141407582887
https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/manchester-and-stockport-methodist-district-safeguarding-foundation-module-tickets-141407582887
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Process for completing Advanced Module 

 

 
 

Steps to access TheologyX 

 1) Book onto a 2hour gathered session via Eventbrite 

 2) District admin will then pass your details onto the Connexional team, 

who will start the process for you to access the TheologyX materials. 

 3) Follow the steps in the first email you receive from them to enrol onto 

TheologyX  

 4) You will then receive an email from Theology X asking you to validate 

your account. Follow the instructions on that email.  

LŦ ȅƻǳ ŘƻƴΩǘ ǊŜŎŜƛǾŜ ǘƘƛǎ όplease check spam) contact  

AMOnlinetraining@methodistchurch.org.uk 

If you already have a Theology X account, the Advanced Module will appear on 

your dashboard once you are enrolled. 
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Foundation Module 

 

 

Advanced Module 

 

Presbyters and 

Deacons with 

an active 

preaching or 

pastoral 

ministry  

 

 

Pre-ordination 

students  and 

probationers  

 

Presbyters and 

Deacons with an active 

preaching or pastoral 

ministry (including 

supernumerary 

ministers)  

 

Members of 

the District 

Council 

  

Church 

stewards   

 

Circuit stewards   

 

Those in recognised 

roles involving 

pioneering, fresh 

expressions or 

evangelism 

 
 

 

Those who 

deliver the 

Foundation 

Module  

 

 

Local 

preachers and 

those in 

training 

 

 

 

Worship leaders 

and those in 

training 

 

 

Local preachers 

 

Worship 

leaders 
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Church and 

circuit 

safeguarding 

officers 

 

Monitoring and 

Support Group 

members (for 

safeguarding 

contracts) 

 

 
 

 

Church, circuit and 

district safeguarding 

officers 

 

Members of 

the District 

Safeguarding 

Group  

 

  

Lay employees 

and volunteer 

workers with 

pastoral 

responsibility 

 

Those who are in paid 

employment or a 

voluntary role which 

includes leadership 

within the Methodist 

Church, involving 

direct work with 

children, young people 

or vulnerable adults 

 

 

Lay persons 

who are 

appointed to 

exercise 

pastoral 

leadership 

within a local 

church  

 

 

Anyone 

working with 

children in the 

name of the 

church, 

including 

Young Leaders 

(aged 16-18)  

 

Anyone working 

in activities 

targeted at 

adults who are 

vulnerable (e.g. 

luncheon club 

for the 

housebound)  
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This webinar explores the importance of the 

role of the designated lead for safeguarding 

in faith-based organisations, what the role 

should encompass and how to tackle some of 

the professional challenges that might be 

faced. 

 

 

Webinar: Understanding the role of the designated lead for 

safeguarding in faith-based organisations | SCIE 
 

This webinar helps trustees to 

understand the importance of 

safeguarding, trustee responsibilities 

in the governance of safeguarding 

and offers the chance to reflect on 

the effectiveness of current systems 

and structures. 
 

 

Webinar recording: Safeguarding for trustees of faith-based 

organisations | SCIE 

https://www.scie.org.uk/safeguarding/faith-groups/webinar20210714?utm_campaign=12527236_SCIELine%2015%20July%202021&utm_medium=email&utm_source=SOCIAL%20CARE%20INSTITUTE%20FOR%20EXCELLENCE%20&utm_sfid=0030f000032LabVAAS&utm_role=Educator%2F%20Trainer&dm_i=4O5,7GI2S,VEYTKQ,UB8U0,1
https://www.scie.org.uk/safeguarding/faith-groups/webinar20210714?utm_campaign=12527236_SCIELine%2015%20July%202021&utm_medium=email&utm_source=SOCIAL%20CARE%20INSTITUTE%20FOR%20EXCELLENCE%20&utm_sfid=0030f000032LabVAAS&utm_role=Educator%2F%20Trainer&dm_i=4O5,7GI2S,VEYTKQ,UB8U0,1
https://www.scie.org.uk/safeguarding/faith-groups/trustees/training
https://www.scie.org.uk/safeguarding/faith-groups/trustees/training
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This webinar explores the principles of what a 

good safeguarding culture looks like and 

prompts reflection on how well this works 

within faith-based organisations 

 

Webinar: Exploring the safeguarding culture within faith-based 

organisations | SCIE 
 

 

This webinar offers an opportunity to 

understanding the needs and experiences of 

survivors of abuse, learn more about what 

makes good survivor engagement and to 

hear about some experiences and learning of 

doing this in practice.  

 

Tim Carter (Director of Safeguarding, 

Methodist Church in Britain) is one of the 

panel members.

 

 

 

Webinar recording: Survivor engagement in faith-based 

organisations | SCIE 

  

https://www.scie.org.uk/safeguarding/faith-groups/webinar20210623
https://www.scie.org.uk/safeguarding/faith-groups/webinar20210623
https://www.scie.org.uk/safeguarding/faith-groups/survivor-engagement
https://www.scie.org.uk/safeguarding/faith-groups/survivor-engagement
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Register to the website above to find a number of free modules aimed at 

helping raise awareness and challenge perceptions around a range of 

safeguarding issues, including: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Here you will find narrated PowerPoint presentations including: 
 

 

 

 

 

Search | E-Learning Courses, Online Resources and Training 

Solutions | Virtual College (virtual-college.co.uk) 
 

Safeguarding E-Learning - Wirral Safeguarding Children 

Partnership 

https://www.virtual-college.co.uk/search?q=safeguarding%20free
https://www.virtual-college.co.uk/search?q=safeguarding%20free
https://www.wirralsafeguarding.co.uk/safeguarding-e-learning/
https://www.wirralsafeguarding.co.uk/safeguarding-e-learning/
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The report included consideration of the impact of the pandemic, and the new 

and different ways of working people have had to employ, recognised all the 

hard work undertaken to make the church a safe place and highlighted activity 

in specific areas, including Safeguarding Casework and Development work, 

{ŀŦŜƎǳŀǊŘƛƴƎ ǘǊŀƛƴƛƴƎ ŀƴŘ ŘŜǾŜƭƻǇƛƴƎ ǎǳǊǾƛǾƻǊǎΩ ǿƻǊƪΦ

For further information see  

Conference 2021 Agenda Volume 1 (methodist.org.uk) 

 

The Conference adopted The Theology of Safeguarding and commended it for 

study and reflection throughout the Connexion. The report explores the 

theological roots of safeguarding, how theological thinking is used, the failure 

to challenge inappropriate and unacceptable behaviour, how churches can 

welcome people who have experienced abuse, grappling with power and 

forgiveness and change. It also explores spiritual abuse and the trauma of 

abuse and acknowledges how the Methodist Church has cause to repent, seek 

forgiveness and take responsibility for past actions. 

For further information see  

Conference 2021 Agenda Volume 2 (methodist.org.uk) 

https://www.methodist.org.uk/media/21676/conf-2021-15-safeguarding-report.pdf
https://www.methodist.org.uk/media/21753/conf-2021-27-the-theology-of-safeguarding.pdf
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! ǊŜǇƻǊǘ ƻƴ ƳŀǊǊƛŀƎŜ ŀƴŘ ǊŜƭŀǘƛƻƴǎƘƛǇǎΣ ΨDƻŘ ƛƴ [ƻǾŜ ¦ƴƛǘŜǎ ¦ǎΩΣ ǿŀǎ ǊŜŎŜƛǾŜŘ 

by the Conference in 2019 and the District Synods were asked to consider the 

provisional resolutions and report back to the 2021 Conference. The 

Conference received a report on the results of the Synod votes (which showed 

that 29 out of the 30 Synods confirmed support for the provisional resolutions) 

and on the range of views expressed in the Synods and by ecumenical and 

overseas partners. The Conference confirmed provisional resolutions on the 

principles or qualities of good relating, understanding of cohabitation and 

same sex marriages conducted on Methodist premises or by Methodist 

officeholders.  

For further information see  

Conference confirms resolutions on marriage and relationships 

(methodist.org.uk)  

Conference 2021 Agenda Volume 3 (methodist.org.uk) 

Conference 2021 Agenda Volume 3 (methodist.org.uk) 
 

 

The Conference adopted interim guidelines for deliverance ministry, brought 

by the Methodist Council and the Faith and Order Committee, which is 

undertaking further theological reflection on deliverance ministry, to be to the 

2022 Conference.  

The guidelines include the safeguards that: 

¶ such ministry should only be undertaken within a liturgical framework 
 

¶ should never be undertaken by only one person 
 

¶ should not be used for people under 18 years old 
 

¶ ŀƴŘ ǎƘƻǳƭŘ ƴƻǘ ōŜ ǳǎŜŘ ƛƴ ŀƴ ŀǘǘŜƳǇǘ ǘƻ ŎƘŀƴƎŜ ŀ ǊŜŎƛǇƛŜƴǘΩǎ ǎŜȄǳŀƭ 

orientation or gender identity.  
 

https://www.methodist.org.uk/about-us/news/latest-news/all-news/conference-confirms-resolutions-on-marriage-and-relationships/
https://www.methodist.org.uk/about-us/news/latest-news/all-news/conference-confirms-resolutions-on-marriage-and-relationships/
https://www.methodist.org.uk/media/21969/conf-2021-59-marriage-and-relationships-provisional-resolutions-updated.pdf
https://www.methodist.org.uk/media/21970/conf-2021-60-the-response-of-the-faith-and-order-committee-to-the-god-in-love-unites-us-report.pdf
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For further information see 

Conference 2021 Agenda Volume 2 (methodist.org.uk) 
 

 

 

 

The Conference received a memorial calling for a ban on Conversion Therapy in 

any form and: 

¶ agreed ǘƻ ǎǳǇǇƻǊǘ ŀƴŘ ŀŘƻǇǘ ǘƘŜ ΨaŜƳƻǊŀƴŘǳƳ ƻŦ ¦ƴŘŜǊǎǘŀƴŘƛƴƎ ƻƴ 

Conversion Therapy ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ¦YΩ ŘŜŦƛƴƛǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ ŎƻƴǾŜǊǎƛƻƴ ǘƘŜǊŀǇȅ 
 

¶ agreed to call on all Methodists to refuse to offer or participate in 

offering conversion therapy in any form 
 

¶ directed the Methodist Council to consider, draft and publish a policy on 

Ψ/ƻƴǾŜǊǎƛƻƴ ¢ƘŜǊŀǇȅΩ 
 

¶ called on the UK Government to ban the practice immediately 
 

¶ and to consider further the best way to engage with HM Government on 

this issue. 
 

For further information see 

Conference 2021 Agenda Volume 2 (methodist.org.uk)

 

 

 

 

https://www.methodist.org.uk/media/21764/conf-2021-38-deliverance-ministry-guidelines.pdf
https://www.methodist.org.uk/media/21764/conf-2021-38-deliverance-ministry-guidelines.pdf
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Child protection in religious organisations and settings: 

Investigation Report (mandsmethodists.org.uk) 
 

The Independent Inquiry into Child Sexual Abuse (IICSA) published its report on 

2nd September 2021. ¢ƘŜ ǊŜǇƻǊǘ ǎǳǇǇƭŜƳŜƴǘǎ LL/{!Ωǎ ǇǊŜǾƛƻǳǎ ƛƴǾŜǎǘƛƎŀǘƛƻƴǎ 

into the Anglican and Roman Catholic churches as evidence was obtained from 

38 religious organisations in England and Wales. These included: 
 

¶ The Christian Congregation of 

WŜƘƻǾŀƘΩǎ ²ƛǘƴŜǎǎŜǎ 

¶ The Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-

day Saints 

¶ The Council of African and Afro-

Caribbean Churches UK 

¶ Muslim Council of Britain 

¶ The Federation of Synagogues 

¶ The Methodist Church in Great 

Britain 

¶ The Network of Buddhist 

Organisations 

¶ The Shree Hindu Temple and 

Community Centre  

¶ The Quakers 

¶ The Salvation Army 

¶ The United Reform Church 

 

 

 

 

 

The report found that figures provided to the Inquiry about known prevalence 

of child sexual abuse was unlikely to reflect the full picture and that 

organisational and cultural barriers to reporting child sexual abuse within 

religious organisations and settings are numerous, varied and difficult to 

overcome. It also found that there are significant barriers in many religious 

https://www.mandsmethodists.org.uk/lib/child-protection-religious-organisations-settings-investigation-report-september-2021-F588074.pdf
https://www.mandsmethodists.org.uk/lib/child-protection-religious-organisations-settings-investigation-report-september-2021-F588074.pdf
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organisations and settings to the reporting of child sexual abuse allegations. 

Such barriers include: 

¶ victim-blaming 

¶ shame and honour 

¶ abuse of power by religious leaders 

¶ gender disparity 

¶ mistrust of external agencies  

¶ ǇǊŜǎǎǳǊŜ ƻƴ ǾƛŎǘƛƳǎ ǘƻ ΨŦƻǊƎƛǾŜΩ ǘƘŜƛǊ ŀōǳǎŜǊǎ ŀƴŘ ǘƻ ƧǳǎǘƛŦȅ ŦŀƛƭǳǊŜǎ ōȅ 

leaders to take appropriate action 
 

The Inquiry heard evidence that many religious organisations and settings do 

not have adequate safeguarding policies in place or that they fail to follow 

them. Many do not consistently undertake DBS checks of those who have 

contact with children or provide child protection training to their staff and 

volunteers. 
 

Although there is no room for complacency, the Methodist Church was cited as 

an example of an organisation with more comprehensive safer recruitment 

arrangements in place, and a "rare" example of an organisation with positive 

internal quality assurance processes, referring to the Past Cases Review. 
 

However, they did note that within the Past Cases Review there was evidence 

that ministers found it difficult to recognise and accept that abuse had taken 

place when the perpetrator was a colleague. 
 

Detailed information from the statements regarding the Methodist Church's 

views on DBS checks and systems of oversight are set out in the table at Page 

195 of the report, and the response from the Methodist Church can be 

found online. 
 

Organisations are being asked to publish a response to the report within six 

months and we then await the final report of the Inquiry where we are likely to 

see recommendations being made around issues such as mandatory reporting, 

vetting and barring, regulation, development of primary legislation and 

oversight. 

https://www.methodist.org.uk/about-us/news/latest-news/all-news/the-methodist-church-response-to-the-iicsa-investigation-into-child-protection-in-religions-organisations-and-settings/
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For further information, see  
 

IICSA Chair Alexis Jay introduces the Child protection in religious 

organisations & settings report - YouTube 

 

Child 

protection in 

the church: 

an Anglican 

case study 

 

Abingdon: 

Routledge

2021 

Michael 

A. 

Guerzoni 

Investigates whether reform is 

occurring within Christian churches 

towards abuse prevention.  
 

Takes a "micro" level view, examining 

what is occurring at the "typical" 

parish towards safeguarding. 
 

Chapters cover:  

¶ clergy-child sexual abuse and the 

church abuse crisis 

¶ theorising behaviour and crime 

prevention within religious 

organisations 

¶ clerical attitudes towards child 

sexual abuse and child safety. 

 
 

  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=0lmxHA7Ziv0&t=12s
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=0lmxHA7Ziv0&t=12s
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Title 

 
Publication 

 

 
Author 

 
Summary 

    

Riley the 
brave: the 
little cub with 
big feelings 

London: 
Jessica 
Kingsley, 
2021 

Jessica 
Sinarski and 
Zachary 
Kline 

Riley is a little bear with big 
feelings, who learns that 
sometimes being brave 
means asking someone for 
help. 
  
 

Illustrated book which aims 
to support conversations 
with children about complex 
thoughts and feelings, 
particularly for children who 
are recovering from trauma. 
 
 

Snuffleump: 
lost in the 
forest 
 

Leicestershire 
Matador 
2021 
 

Neil Sunley 
and Sarah 
Marsh 
 

Illustrated children's book 
helping children control 
anxiety and worries. 
 
 

Anger the 
ancient 
warrior: a 
story and 

London: 
Jessica 
Kingsley, 
2020 

Sarah 
Trueman 
and Sara 
Godoli 

Tells the story of Anger the 
Ancient Warrior to help 
children understand what 
anger is and how to 


