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Connexional Safeguarding

Casework Supervisor
Christine Kennedy
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- North West

The theme selected by President
Rev Sonia Hicks for this year is
GD2RQa ¢l ofSY
F2NJ ! f¢f¢€
This poses a challenge to us all
about how the Church can responc
to injustice, marginalisation and
division in our society today.

Very much a safeguarding based
theme if ever | heard one!!
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Making the churches of Manchester
and Stockport Methodist District safer
places for all

In this issue:

Safeguardinglraining
Modules

Webinars from SCIE

Other Learning
Opportunities

From Conference 2021

[ICSA Investigation Report
Independent Inquiry into
Child Sexual Abuse

Books to help children
District request: join the

District Safeguarding
Group

Wishing you all a very happy and blessed
new connexional year

Helen
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Safeguarding Training
Modules
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Reminder to Local Preachers and Worship Leaders

nial Preparation

Esses

If you recall, when the Advanced Module became mandatory for these r
we were given 4 years to get everyone through. We haveadireeceived
one extension due to the pandemic, up to August 2021, and are about t
receive a second, until 31/12/21.

| am working with Circuit Safeguarding Officers and Superintendents to
to identify and remind all those in these roles, but pleaselcask that you
I NBE 2yS 2F 0KS&aSs: IyR KIFI@aSyQid &s§
possible.

See the detail®n the next page

Feedback from a recent attendee on the
new format Advanced Module

Safequarding #ShortsYouTube

John Watson is from West Herts and Borders Circuit who is
musician and leads worship within his church. He made this
video following his successful completiofthe course
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https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=6_MTvIsU1jg
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Changes to Safeguarding Training requiremelatiest
update 01/08/2021

The travel and contact constragimposed to cope with the spread
of Covid 19 changed many aspects of our lives including the way -
Methodist Church has delivered safeguarding training. In responsi
the restrictions, online versions of the Foundation Module and
Advanced Module haveden developed and are available across th
Connexion.

As life begins to return to normal, we hope to be able to offer face
face training courses again, but we will also maintain the offer of ¢
line courses.Whilst it will take some time to catch uptwiall those
who have been waiting to undertake the training for the first time, -
who have reached their foryear renewal point, the ability to offer
online and face to face opportunities will enable us to begin to cat
up with the back log.

Please regter for courses as they become available in your area.

The Connexional Safeguarding Team
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Foundation Module
Sesslons

Advanced Module
Gathered Sessions

Dates for OnlinédFoundation
Module Sessions

Day Date Time
Sat 23/10/21 10.00
Thurs  04/11/21 19.00

Mon 27/11/21 10.00

Dates for Online Advanced|
Module Gathered Sessions

Day Date Time
Thurs 23/09/21 19.00
Cancelled due to low numbers
Tues 19/10/21 19.00

Sat 06/11/21 10.00

Weds 01/12/21 19.00

Booking:
https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/m
anchesterand-stockportmethodist-

district-safeguardingfoundation-

module-tickets-141407582887

Booking:
https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/ad
vancedsafeguardingmodule-
gatheredsessiontickets-

163041578751

Please note that a session may have to be
cancelled if there are insufficient numbers

booked on

Further dates for 2022, both face to face and

online, will be published later in the year

Keep an eye on the Weekly Bulletin
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https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/manchester-and-stockport-methodist-district-safeguarding-foundation-module-tickets-141407582887
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Process for completing Advanced Module

TheologyX account activated

l [ : Complete workbook and bring to Gathered Session

Booking on i} TheologyX
Eventbrite will must be
trigger an " E-learning via TheologyX completed at
email to the Q 4 - 7 hours least 3 days
Connexional = before you
Safeguarding E‘ i} attend the
Team to Q | Gathered session via zoom Gathered
generate © 2 hours Session
registration

for TheologyX

Book via Eventbrite at:
E Advanced Safeguarding Module - Gathered Session

Tickets, Multiple Dates | Eventbrite

Steps to access TheologyX
1) Book onto a 2hour gathered session via Eventbrite

2) District admin will then pass your details onto the Connexional team,
who will start the process for you to access the TheologyX materials.

3) Follow the steps in the first email you receive from thtenenrol onto
TheologyX

4) You will then receive an email from Theology X asking you to validate
your account. Follow the instructions on that email.

LT &2dz R2Yy péaseteckSpaj@étact KA & 0
AMOnlinetraining@methodistchurch.org.uk

If you already have a Theology X account, the Advanced Module will appear on
your dashboard once you are enrolled.

Ed Theology
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Core List - Summary : Required Attendance
421 SAFEGUARDING || ¢
Foundation Module Advanced Module
Presbyters anc Preordination | Presbyters and Members of
Deacons with students and | Deacons with an activi  the District
an active probationers preaching or pastoral Council
preaching or ministry (including
pastoral supernumerary
ministry ministers)
Church Circuit stewards| Those in recognised Those who
stewards roles involving deliver the
pioneering, fresh Foundation
expressions or Module
evangelism
Local Worship leaders| Local preachers Worship
preachers and and those in leaders
those in training
training
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Church and Monitoring and | Church, circuit and Members of

circuit Support Group | district safeguarding the District

safeguarding members(for officers Safeguarding

officers safeguarding Group
contracts)

Lay employees | Those who are ipaid Lay persons

and volunteer | employment or a who are
workers with voluntary role which  appointed to
pastoral includes leadership  exercise
responsibility within the Methodist  pastoral
Church, involving leadership
direct work with within a local

children, young people church
or vulnerable adults

Anyone Anyone working
working with  in activities
children in the targeted at
name of the  adults who are
church, vulnerable(e.qg.
including luncheon club
Young Leaders for the

(aged 1618) housebound)
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Webinars from SCIE
(Soclal Care Institute for Excellence)

Role of the designated lead for
safeguarding in falth-based organisations

i POliCIoe peprtm . This webinar explores the importance of th
i r:gewonmrlnsn%ppom role of the designated lead faafeguarding

. iChildren

SAFEGUAR']N( in faith-based organisations, what the role

& Werkngtogetner 7 cBie 1 | should encompass and how to tackle some
;gNegwlo%gc}; 2208 the professional challenges that might be
':_OEveryones busnness jg p g g

nersnip.

TR faced.

Webinar: Understanding the role of the designated lead for
safequarding in faitkbased organisations | SCIE

Safeguarding for trustees of faith-based
organisations

This webinar helps trustees to
understand the importance of
safeguarding, trustee responsibilitie
in the governance of safeguarding
and offers the chance to reflect on
the effeciveness of current systems
and structures.

Webinar recording: Safequarding for trustees of faibased
organisations | SCIE
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https://www.scie.org.uk/safeguarding/faith-groups/webinar20210714?utm_campaign=12527236_SCIELine%2015%20July%202021&utm_medium=email&utm_source=SOCIAL%20CARE%20INSTITUTE%20FOR%20EXCELLENCE%20&utm_sfid=0030f000032LabVAAS&utm_role=Educator%2F%20Trainer&dm_i=4O5,7GI2S,VEYTKQ,UB8U0,1
https://www.scie.org.uk/safeguarding/faith-groups/webinar20210714?utm_campaign=12527236_SCIELine%2015%20July%202021&utm_medium=email&utm_source=SOCIAL%20CARE%20INSTITUTE%20FOR%20EXCELLENCE%20&utm_sfid=0030f000032LabVAAS&utm_role=Educator%2F%20Trainer&dm_i=4O5,7GI2S,VEYTKQ,UB8U0,1
https://www.scie.org.uk/safeguarding/faith-groups/trustees/training
https://www.scie.org.uk/safeguarding/faith-groups/trustees/training
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Exploring the safeguarding culture within
faith-based organisations

A RS

This webinar explores the prinégs of what a
good safeguarding culture looks like and
prompts reflection on how well this works
within faith-based organisations

Webinar: Exploring the safequarding culture within fattased
organisations | SCIE

Survivor engagement In faith-based
organisations

This webinar offers an opportunity to
understanding the needs and experiences

survivors of abuse, learn more about what ;:I::i‘;"{;,; aco
makes good survivor engagement and to a«ccg’«{); {;ﬁ:‘g“ —
. . e S1

hear about some experiences and learning rnn. (U] quality

doing this in practice. recovering the
tion after boing
olo i he 4

Tim Carter (Director of Safeguarding, e

Methodist Church in Britain) is one of the
panel members.

Webinar recording: Survivor engagement in faibased
organisations | SCIE
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https://www.scie.org.uk/safeguarding/faith-groups/webinar20210623
https://www.scie.org.uk/safeguarding/faith-groups/webinar20210623
https://www.scie.org.uk/safeguarding/faith-groups/survivor-engagement
https://www.scie.org.uk/safeguarding/faith-groups/survivor-engagement
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Other Learning Opportunities

Search | El earning Courses, Online Resources and Training
Solutions | Virtual Collegdvirtual-college.co.uk)

Register to the website above to find a number of free modules aimed at
helping raise awareness and challenge perceptions around a range of
safeguarding issues, including

Forced Marriage

Female Genital Mutilation
Understanding animal welfare in violent homes

Chile and adult sexual exploitation

Safeguarding # earning- Wirral Safequarding Children
Partnership

Here you will find narated PowerPoint presentations including

Safeguarding Children basic awareness Neglect

Domestic abuse basic awareness
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https://www.virtual-college.co.uk/search?q=safeguarding%20free
https://www.virtual-college.co.uk/search?q=safeguarding%20free
https://www.wirralsafeguarding.co.uk/safeguarding-e-learning/
https://www.wirralsafeguarding.co.uk/safeguarding-e-learning/
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From Conference 2021

Safeguarding Report to Conference

The report included consideration of the impact of the pandemic, and the new

and different ways of working people have had to employ, recognised all the

hard work undertaken to make the church a safe place and highlighted activity

In specific eeas, including Safeguarding Casework and Development work,
{FFS3dz2r NRAY3 GNIXYAYyAYy3 YR RSQOSt2LAYy3I :

For further information see

Conference 202RAgenda Volume 1 (methodist.org.uk)

The Theology of Safeguarding

The Conference adopted The Theology of Safeguarding and commended it for
study and reflection throughout the Connexion. The report explores the
theological roots of safeguarding, how theological thinking islude failure

to challenge inappropriate and unacceptable behaviour, how churches can
welcome people who have experienced abuse, grappling with power and
forgiveness and change. It also explores spiritual abuse and the trauma of
abuse and acknowledges hdiae Methodist Church has cause to repent, seek
forgiveness and take responsibility for past actions.

For further information see

Conference 2021 Agend#éolume 2 (methodist.org.uk)
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https://www.methodist.org.uk/media/21676/conf-2021-15-safeguarding-report.pdf
https://www.methodist.org.uk/media/21753/conf-2021-27-the-theology-of-safeguarding.pdf
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Marriage and Relationships

I NBLR2NIG 2y YFENNAFIS YR NBtFGA2YaKALX
by the Conference in 2019 and the District Synods were asked to consider the
provisional resolutioa and report back to the 2021 Conference. The

Conference received a report on the results of the Synod votes (which showed

that 29 out of the 30 Synods confirmed support for the provisional resolutions)

and on the range of views expressed in the Synodsbgretumenical and

overseas partners. The Conference confirmed provisional resolutions on the
principles or qualities of good relating, understanding of cohabitation and

same sex marriages conducted on Methodist premises or by Methodist

officeholders

For further information see

Conference confirms resolutions on marriage and relationships
(methodist.org.uk)

Conference 2021 Agenda Volume 3 (methodist.org.uk)

Conference 2021 Agenda Volume 3 (methodist.org.uk)

Deliverance Ministry

The Conference adoptadterim guidelines for deliverance ministry, brought
by the Methodist Council and the Faith and Order Commijtteaich is
undertaking further theological reflection on deliverance ministoybeto the
2022 Conference.

The guidelines include the safegdarthat
1 such ministry should only be undertaken within a liturgical framework
1 should never be undertaken by only one person
1 should not be used for people under 18 years old
)l

YR aKz2dZ R y2G 0SS dzZaSR Ay Iy FGdSYL
orientation or gender identity.
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https://www.methodist.org.uk/about-us/news/latest-news/all-news/conference-confirms-resolutions-on-marriage-and-relationships/
https://www.methodist.org.uk/about-us/news/latest-news/all-news/conference-confirms-resolutions-on-marriage-and-relationships/
https://www.methodist.org.uk/media/21969/conf-2021-59-marriage-and-relationships-provisional-resolutions-updated.pdf
https://www.methodist.org.uk/media/21970/conf-2021-60-the-response-of-the-faith-and-order-committee-to-the-god-in-love-unites-us-report.pdf
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For further information see

Conference 2021 Agenda Volume 2 (methodist.org.uk)

Conversion Therapy

The Conference received a memorial calling for a ban on Conversion Therapy in
any formand:

 agreedii 2 & dzLJL2 NI FyR R2LJI G4KS WwWaSyY2N)
Conversion Therapyy G KS ' YQ RSTFAYAGAZ2Y 2F OF

1 agreedto call on all Methodists to refuse to offer or participate in
offering conversion therapy in any for

i directed the Methodist Council to consider, draft and publish a policy on
W/ 2y 36 KB NER /& Q

1 called on the UK Government to ban the praciicenediately

i and to consider further thbestway to engage with HM Government on
this issue.

For further information see

Conference 2021 Agenda Volume 2 (methodist.org.uk)
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https://www.methodist.org.uk/media/21764/conf-2021-38-deliverance-ministry-guidelines.pdf
https://www.methodist.org.uk/media/21764/conf-2021-38-deliverance-ministry-guidelines.pdf
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IICSA Investigation Report

Child protection in religious organisations and settings:

Investigation Report (mandsmethodists.org.uk)

Thelndependent Inquirynto Child Sexual Abuse (IIC8Ablished its report on

2nd September 2028 K S NI LJ2 NI

AdzLILJ SYSyida LL/{!¢

into the Anglican and Roman Catholic churches as evidence was obtained from
38 religious organisations in England and Walégese included:

ll
ll
ll

The Christian Congregation of
WSK2@F KQa 2 Al0YyS:
The Church of Jesus Christ of Latt
day Saints

The Council of African and Afro
Caribbean Churches UK

Muslim Council of Britain

The Federation of Synagogues
The Methodist Church iGreat
Britain

The Network of Buddhist September 2021
Organisations

The Shree Hindu Temple and

Community Centre

The Quakers

The Salvation Army

The United Reform Church

The report found that figures provided to the Inquiry about known prevalence
of childsexual abuse was unlikely to reflect the full picture and that
organisational and cultural barriers to reporting child sexual abuse within
religious organisations and settings are numerous, varied and difficult to
overcome. It alséound that there are sigificant barriers in many religious
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https://www.mandsmethodists.org.uk/lib/child-protection-religious-organisations-settings-investigation-report-september-2021-F588074.pdf
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organisations and settings to the reporting of child sexual abuse allegations.
Such barriers include

1 victim-blaming

shame and honour

abuse of power by religious leaders

gender dispari

mistrust of external agencies

LINS&dadz2NE 2y GAOGAYA (2 WTF2NHADSQ
leaders to take appropriate action

= =4 2 A5 2

The Inquiry heard evidence that many religious organisations and settings do
not have adequate safeguarding poli@ place othat theyfail to follow

them. Many do not consistently undertake DBS checks of those who have
contact with children or provide child protection training to their staff and
volunteers.

Although there is no room for complacency, thiethodist Church was cited as
an example of an organisation with more comprehensive safer recruitment
arrangements in place, and a "rare" example of an organisation with positive
internal quality assurance processes, referring to the Past Cases Review.

However, tley did note that within the Past Cases Review there was evidence
that ministers found it difficult to recognise and accept that abuse had taken
place when the perpetrator was a colleague.

Detailed information from the statements regarding thkethodist Church's
views on DBS checks and systems of oversight are set out in the table at Page
195 of the report, and the response from the Methodist Church can be

foundonline.

Organisations are being asked to publish a response to the report within six
months andwe then await the final reporbf the Inquiry where we are likely to
see recommendations being made around issues such as mandatory reporting,
vetting and barring, regulation, development of primary legislation and
oversight.
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For further information, see

[ICSA Chair Alexis Jay introduces the Child protection in religious
organisations & settings report YouTube

Publication

Child Abingdon: Michael Investigates whether reform is
protection in Routledge A. occurring within Christian churches
the church: 2021 Guerzoni towards abuse prevention.

an Anglican Takes a "micro” level view, examinil
case study what is occurring at the "typical"

parish towards safeguarding.

Chapters cover:

1 clergychild sexual buse and the
church abuse crisis

1 theorising behaviour and crime
prevention within religious
organisations

1 clerical attitudes towards child
sexual abuse and child safety.
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https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=0lmxHA7Ziv0&t=12s
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Books to help chiidren

Title Publication Author Summary
Riley the London: Jessica Riley is a little bear with big
brave: the Jessica Sinarski and feelings, who learns that
little cub with  Kingsley, Zachary sometimes being brave
big feelings 2021 Kline means asking someone for
help.

lllustrated book which aims
to supportconversations
with children about complex
thoughts and feelings,
particularly for children who
are recovering from trauma.

Snuffleump:  Leicestershire Neil Sunley lllustrated children's book

lost in the Matador and Sarah helping children control
forest 2021 Marsh anxiety and worries.

Anger the London: Sarah Tells the story of Anger the
ancient Jessica Trueman  Ancient Warrior to help
warrior: a Kingsley, and Sara  children understand what
story and 2020 Godoli anger is and how to
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